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Penitential Service 
 
Thursday 18th December 2025 – 7.00pm 
 
Christmas Mass times 
 
Wed 24th Dec 2025 - 8.30am Normal morning mass 
                                           - 6.00pm Family Christmas Mass 
                                           - 9.30pm Christmas Carols                                                                   
               - 10.00 pm Christmas Mass 
 
Thur 25th Dec 2025   -   7.30 am 
                                            -   9.30 am 
New Year Mass times 
 
Wed 31st Dec 2025   - 8.30am 
                                            - 6.00pm 
   
Thur 01st Jan 2026     - 8.30am 

           CHRISTMAS LETTER 2025 

 

 



 
December 2025. 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of our Redemptorist community, to wish 
each and every one of you a very blessed, peaceful and joyful Christmas and New Year. 
 
As we come to celebrate this great Feast in our parish and in our families, we also use 
the Christmas period as a time of reflection about the ways in which our lives have 
developed and changed over the past year.  
 
As far as the parish is concerned, there are so many things to be thankful for. We have 
seen that our parish continues to grow in so many ways, not least in terms of those who 
attend Mass each weekend, but also in the number of those who attend Mass each day 
of the week. These are signs of grace, showing us that the Lord is leading and inviting 
each of us ever closer to him.  
 
We have experienced the joy of many baptisms of children, of adults being received 
into the Church, of so many of our children making their First Holy Communion, and 
a large number of our young people receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. We have 
also been able to run a successful Ecclesia course over a period of six weeks, which 
enabled many parishioners to meet and share their faith in a deeper way. So, indeed, 
we have much to be thankful for. 
 
On a wider scale, the past year has been a momentous one for the Catholic Church 
throughout the world. We have been celebrating the Great Jubilee Year, where we have 
been invited to reflect on our calling to be Pilgrims of Hope. Given that over the past 
year the world has witnessed the terrible conflicts of Gaza, the Ukraine, Sudan, Congo 
and so many other places, we have often found it difficult to maintain hope. Yet, the 
theme of the Jubilee Year should continue to strengthen us in our prayer and in our 
discipleship. As individuals, as families, and as a parish, we have a vocation from God 
to bear witness to hope. In a time of great disillusionment and anguish, we are asked to 
stand firm in hope, knowing that Our Most Holy Redeemer is constantly inviting us to 
be tangible signs of His love and peace in the world. 
 
In the past year we have also gone through the sad experience of witnessing the growing 
frailty and the death of our beloved Pope Francis. Countless people throughout the 
world, of all faiths and none, were touched by the simple, prayerful and compassionate 
nature of Pope Francis. We continue to remember him in prayer and affection. 
 

The death of Pope Francis led to the somewhat unexpected election of Pope Leo as the 
next successor of St Peter. We can see already that Pope Leo has settled into his new 
role, and that he guides the Church with quiet authority and humility. We should pray 
for our Pope each day as he leads the Church through many of the great challenges 
confronting the Church and the world. 
 
I would like now to take this opportunity to thank so many of our parishioners who 
serve the parish community in humble and quiet ways, giving of their time with great 
enthusiasm and real sacrifice. There are far too many to name, but I know that their 
efforts are appreciated by all of us. No parish can flourish without the dedicated service 
of so many individuals. This is an added reason for us to give thanks each and every 
day. 
 
Christmas is of course a time of great joy for all of us as we celebrate the birth of Our 
Most Holy Redeemer. But Christmas can also be a time of sadness, as we remember our 
family members and loved ones and parishioners that we have lost over the past year. 
It would be a good thing to remember them all during this Christmas period. We pray 
too for all who are lonely, all of our elderly and the many sick members of our 
community. 
 
As always, I wish to express my gratitude for the many ways in which you have 
supported our parish financially, and for the ways in which you have generously 
responded to our appeals to assist the poor and most abandoned. These are all signs of 
God at work through our care for each other. 
 
We know that you are always extremely generous to our Redemptorist Community at 
the Christmas collection. We thank you in advance for your kindness to us. 
 
As a Redemptorist Community, we take this opportunity to pray for a very blessed 
Christmas to each of you, and that this Holy Season will bring an abundance of joy and 
peace to all of you. 
 
 
 
Fr Gerard, CSsR 
 
 
 
 


