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Live the Word
Mon 14 Jan Liturgy of the Day

Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm 97; Mark 1:14-20
God’s kingdom is in the future, but it is also in the
here and now. It is not a human paradise, but God’s
kingdom does indeed flourish here on earth to the
extent that his word is embraced and lived.

Tue 15 Jan Liturgy of the Day
Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalm 8; Mark 1:21-28
We often go about our lives thinking we are in control
of everything. But in truth we begin with God and we
end with God. And our whole life in between is, in
a sense, a journey to let go and discover this reality.

Wed 16 Jan Liturgy of the Day
Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalm 105; Mark 1:29-39
My life is one long hearkening unto my self and unto
others, unto God… The most essential and the deepest in me hearkening unto the most essential and the
deepest in the other. God to God. – Etty Hillesum

Thu 17 Jan

St Anthony of Egypt, Ab

Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalm 95; Mark 1:40-45
The person who abides in solitude and quiet is delivered from fighting three battles: hearing, speech, and
sight. Then there remains one battle to fight – the
battle of the heart. – St Anthony of Egypt

Fri 18 Jan

Liturgy of the Day

Hebrews 4:1-5.11; Psalm 78; Mark 2:1-12
The friends of the paralyzed man went to greatlengths to get him to Jesus. And Jesus appreciated it.
What practical efforts do we make to help those in
need, thereby participating in their healing process?

Sat 19 Jan

Liturgy of the Day

Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 19; Mark 2:13-17
Prayer is not primarily saying words or thinking
thoughts. It is, rather, a stance – an intimate awareness, a living in (and enjoying) of God's presence. It
is an intimate trusting, allowing and delighting in God.

Sun 20 Jan

2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 96; John 2:1-11
When we rest from everyday cares we can most
fully focus on God. We are called to observe the
Sabbath so that we can fully immerse ourselves in
the experience of God's presence.
(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were
opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a
dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 104.
RESPONSE:
Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God,
how great you are!
1. O Lord my God, how great you are,
clothed in majesty and honour,
wrapped in light as with a robe!
You stretch out the heavens like tent. ℟
2. On the waters you establish your dwelling.
You make the clouds your chariot;
you ride on the wings of the wind.
You make the winds your messengers,
flame and fire your servants. ℟
3. How many are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your creatures.
Vast and wide is the span of the sea,
with its creeping things past counting,
living things great and small. ℟
4. All of these look to you
to give them their food in due season.
You give it, they gather it up;
you open wide your hand, they are well filled. ℟
5. You hide your face, they are dismayed;
you take away their breath, they die,
returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, and they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth. ℟
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. John said: He who is coming is
mightier than I; he will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen
and testified that this is the Son of God.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Get a daily inspiration
on your cell phone
sms CATHOLIC to 31222;
cost only R1 per day.
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The Christmas Gospels
Baptism of the Lord  Year C
Divine Office: Week I  13 January 2019

Baptism of the Lord

HIS REFLECTION for today’s feast of the
Baptism of the Lord is being written shortly
after my return from a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. One of the significant visits during
the pilgrimage was to the River
Jordan to one of the sites
of the baptism of
Jesus.
I t h a s to b e
said that the
pa r t icu l a r si te
we visited was
where the Jordan
is ver y narrow
and just across
f rom us were
pilgrims like
Mo
sai
co
ourselves but in the
f th
eB
country of Jordan. Both
ap
t ism
lots of pilgrims seemed unfazed
of
Ch
ris
by the smallness of the river itself;
t,
all their at tention was on the religious
significance of the baptism of Jesus and on the
renewal of their own baptism.
At t he t ime of J esu s t he re we re hig h
expectations that the promised Messiah was
likely to come soon. So soon, in fact , that many
thought that John (whom we call the Baptist) was
himself the expected Messiah. John had lived a
prophetic life in the desert and was accustomed
to immerse people in the Jordan river as a sign of
repentance for the forgiveness of sin.
But John was very clear that he was not the
Messiah. His declaration in today’s Gospel could
not be clearer: I baptize you with water, but he
who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.
From the very early days of Christianity people
have wondered why Jesus came to John for
baptism. Jesus had reassured John when he said
“Let it be so now; for this it is fitting for us to
fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15).

In Jesus’ experience of baptism by John
something else was happening. The Catechism
of the Catholic Church explains (par. 438) in that
baptism Jesus was being consecrated for his
divine mission: “His eternal
messianic consecration
was revealed… at
the moment of
his baptism by
John, when ‘God
anointed Jesus of
Na zareth with
the Holy Spirit
and with power..
that he might
be revealed
to Israel’ as its
Messiah”
(cf. Acts
.
e
eec
10:38).
, Gr
y
r
tu
The baptism of the Lord
ce n
1t h
1
y
l
which
we
celebrate today was also a
r
a
e
hint of a more dramatic Baptism which Jesus
would undergo on the Cross.
The reality for us is that in our baptism we
entered the tomb with Christ and were born
anew into Resurrection Life. Today therefore
we are not only remembering what happened
to Jesus in the Jordan river but we are renewing
our own participating in the Life, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus our Messiah and Redeemer.
Often we get an inspiring summary of the
significance of our feasts in the Prefaces proper
to the feasts. Take for example today’s Preface:
“In the waters of the Jordan you revealed
with signs and wonders a new Baptism, so
that through the voice that came down
from heaven we might come to believe in
your Word’s dwelling among us, and by the
Spirit’s descending in the likeness of a dove
we might know that Christ your Servant has
been anointed with the oil of gladness and
sent to bring the good news to the poor”.

*

WEEKLY DIARY

MASS INTENTIONS

6.15am Private Intention
8.30am Bridget Craig - Special Intention

14 Jan Mon

Alpha 7pm boardroom

15 Jan Tues

Care & Craft after 8.30am Mass Edna Cottle
room
RCIA 7.30pm Edna Cottle room

16 Jan Wed

Alzheimer’s group 10am Edna Cottle room

6.15am Private Intenion
8.30am Private Intenion

17 Jan Thurs

Novena 7.30pm in the Church

6.15am Private Intention
8.30am Helen Sutter - Special Intention

6.15am Private Intention
8.30am Deon Willoughby - Birthday

6.15am Private Intention
8.30am Helen Sutter - Special Intention

18 Jan Fri
19 Jan Sat.

Legion of Mary 9.15am Room 2

8.30am Helen Sutter - Special Intention
6.00pm Private Intention

20 Jan Sun

2nd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
Year C PAGE 877 In New Sunday Missal
Theme: A Wedding Feast Should Not Be a Sad
Affair

7.00am Mr & Mrs Shaylin Bhana First Wedding Anniv.
10.00am Parishioners
6.00pm Mortuary List
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